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 Department of Teaching & Learning
Assessment & Accountability

March 6, 2019 

Dear Parent and Guardians, 
Our students in grades 3 – 8 take required assessments every year in the spring.  The assessments provide teachers and families valuable information on student progress.   This year, the assessment is called the Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR).  IAR is aligned to the Illinois Learning standards, and provides information on student skills that are important for college and career success. Students must show evidence in their writing, read fiction and informational texts, and use math to solve real-world problems. 

The Illinois Assessment of Readiness, formally known as PARCC, is scheduled in March and April.  In Illinois, IAR is given each year to students to assess literacy and mathematics.  Students will take tests in English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics.  During the ELA tests, students will be required to closely read multiple passages, and to write responses in literary analysis, research tasks, and narrative tasks.  On the Math tests, students are required to solve problems using mathematical reasoning.  Students in grades 3 – 8 will be taking two English Language Arts tests and three Mathematics tests.
IAR testing will begin the week of March 11th and end on April 26th.  

Every day our school community is focused on student learning and growth.  In order for our students to achieve their best, please have your child get a good night of sleep and eat a healthy breakfast.  Breakfast is available every day before school at your child’s school. 

If you have any questions about the exact dates your child will be testing, please contact your child’s school.



